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10.  SRIIP  SUMMARY  OP  SIOHTINO 


PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


3.  LOCATION 

rif let •Honor.  Morocco 


4.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 


XTP  Ground* Vi  »uo| 

O Al^ Visual 


□ Ground* Rodar 

□ Air*lntoreofil  Rodor 
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S.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS  9.  COURSE 


one 
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11.  COMMENTS 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Wo 9 Bolloon 

□ Profaobly  Bollocn 

□ Poitibly  BdllMn 

mtr  Wot  Aifcrafr 
O Profaobty  AlrcMifl 
D PottlUy  Alrofoft 

Wat  Attronomico  CYe*-^s) 

□ Probably  Astronomical 

□ Possibly  Astronomicel 

, Prh** 

□ InsufFIcIsnt  Dots  for  Evaluation 
Q Unknown 


me  object  or  light , length  equal  to 
diameter  of  moon^  color  yellov  to 
orange,  edges  veil  defined. 


From  the  limited  information 
given  no  firm  conclusion  can  be 
made  other  than  it  appears  to 
be  that  the  planet  Venus  and  a 
Jet  afterburner  exhaust  were 
seen# 


ATie  PORM  3M  (REV  36  REP  S3) 
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1*  Light  'MS  sli^xted  f^oa  a zsovliie  platform^  l»e«  aut«noT>lle»  Ttsts  comdueted 
sent  joara  ago,  alaolatlag  alzsllav  eondltlccia  vbero  tba  %y  atteapts  to  stay  flaoed 
oDy  er  trade  an  objaet  In  the  akgr  ahear  that  any  glyen  aslsutha,  hearings#  or  elevations 
are  often  unreLlaible*  This  la  portleiiLBarly  true  vben  roads  are  hlUy,  or  tthsr  than 
perfectly  straight  and  flat*  The  object  vill  almost  Invariably  appear  to  move  and 
change  elevation* 

2m  Light  vae  obeerved  for  1^  Minutes.  . 

r 

3*  Observer  describee  UFO  ae  a "light”  in  portions  of  the  repcort#  and  as  an 
"objaet"  in  others. 

I 

1 

It  ia  algnificast  to  point  out  that  the  planet  Venus  vas  in  the  SStf  (the 
position  detemined  after  the  car  stopped  and  the  bearing  of  the  light  taJEea).  Thla 
body  MS  so  hriUlant  during  December  that  eoesient  vaa  made  by  both  the  press  and 
aclentifle  papers  (see  Inels). 

5*  Jet  contrails  rill  often  give  eelrd#  or  unxiaual  appearances  at  sunset  or  davn 
vhea  the  low#  alant  rays  of  the  sun  atrihe  them.  As  ahoim  froa  nunsroua  similar  repoorts 
the  predominant  eolord  are  yellov#  red  or  orange-red. 

(See  attached  sheet) 
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Fleet  Intelligence  Ceater» 


g Snell  (l)  Overlacf  tndicatlxtg  geographic  positions 

I (2)  Sketches  of  light  and  its  movement  (Figures  1-3)  ^ ^ 

§ SmmmrT.  ' For  approximatelsr  15  minutes  on  B December  1957 > reporting  officer  observed  a 
9 large  bright  li^t  in  the  sk7  over  Morocco*  The  light's  behavior  and  appearance  did  not 
I conform  to  that  expected  of  the  usual  range  of  airboxtie  objects* 


Tijnet  Between  17152  and  17302^  3 December  1957*  Time  of  Sunset  - 1716Z 
Place:  Morocco,  between  Tiflet  and  Monod*  See  ^el*  (l)  for  details  of  position 


g 8 3 Marrative  description  of  sighting.  Vfhile  riding  in  an  automobile  at  approximately  1715* 

^ 1 2 on  8 December,  reporting  officer  sighted  a bright  light  in  the  sky  to  the  SW#  It  first 
I . S gave  the  impression  of  being  sunlight  reflected  from  a Jet  vapor  trail;  as  if  a Jet  had 
I 3 o Just  entered  a contrail  level.  It  appeared  to  be  on  a NNB  course  acid  gradually  descending 
because  its  thicker  end  was  pointed  in  that  direction  and  sXi^tly  downward.  While 
^35  watching  this  light  for  from  2 to  5 ndnutes,  it  was  noted  that  it  did  not  develop  as  a 
^5%  vapor  trail  should.  Its  intensity  appeaz*ed  to  increase,  but  its  length  relative  to  its  _ 
“is  width  remained  constant.  Reporting  officer  called  the  attention  of  his  wifeaf^dai^gh&» 
2*2  to  the  light*  His  daughter,  age  11,  had  already  been  watching  it.  Pi  ^ 
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juSeitdA 
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6m  Beport  doM  not  Indlemta  whether  the  obeerver^  wslng  IntelUgeoee  foeilitles 
available  to  hla  ae  a Fleet  IntelUaenee  Officer,  laade  checks  or  q^ierlea  of  aircraft, 
radar  or  other  mllitarar  operatlaas  unite  to  deteralne  If  aircraft  or  olaalle  were  In 
the  area.  Siese  Invettlgatlona  can  be  better  conducted  In  the  area  of  origin  than 
froa  the  21* 


7*  Object  was  not  a meteor  or  a returning  eatelUte  aa  Implied*  The  time 
duretlon  of  1$  nlnates  rulee  these  out*  Mateora  are  seldom  seen  for  longer  than 
6-9  mdeohdai  the  eerth  entry  velocity  of  the  satellite  would  be  between  18-20,000 
ICB. 


COBCIUSIOIIS:  From  the  limited  Information  given,  and  lack  of  Investigative  data, 
no  firm  conelualona  can  be  made  regarding  the  Identity  of  the  U^t,  other  than  that 
It  ^pipaara  that  the  planet  Venua  and  a Jet  afterburner  contrail  were  eeperately 
seen-,  and  miataken  for  a single  phenonenon*  This  was  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  obaervatlona  were  Intermittent >and  changes  in  the  objects'  bearing  resulting  from 
the  travel  of  the  car* 


INVOtMAflON  lirOKY 


OTMAW  POMM  MtO.|<C>  « 


eukftaiPiCATtoN 


rnoM  Fleet  IntelUgenee  Cen 
ter^  Eeetem  Atlantic  and 
Mediterranean,  Navy  #214 


After  another  ndnute  or  t>wo^  the  light  descended  rapidly  towards  the  earth,  describing  an 
are  as  in  Fig,  (2),  This  anweaent  was  very  rapid  and  definite.  The  thicker  end  of  light  was 
pointing  straight  down  and  while  the  U^t  could  be  observed^  it  dropped  approxii&ately  10  de- 
grees or  half  of  the  distance  to  the  horiaon.  All  observers  were  convinced  at  this  time  that 
the  light  was  either  a meteorite  or  a returning  Soviet  satellite.  At  this  point,  a row  of 
trees  blocked  the  view  for  approximately  30  seconds. 

•fc  * 

p 

When  the  view  was  again  clear,  the  light  bad  regained  its  fonoer  altitude,  was  in  a hor- 
izontal position,  and  appeared  to  be  heading  in  the  opposite  direction,  in  that  its  thicker  end 
was  now  pointed  SStf,  However  the  car  was  now  stopped  and  it  was  possible  to  determine  the  bearing 
of  the  light  from  the  obeervers.  Its  bearing  did  not  change,  but  the  light  decreased  in  in- 
tensity, became  sUimter  and  gradually  faded  from  view.  This  gave  the  Impression  of  raoveiaent 
straight  awi^  from  the  observers.  However,  the  Il^ts  disappearance  may  well  have  been  due  to 
lack  of  reflected  sunli^t  as  the  "object”  entered  the  earths  shadow.  Time  of  dieappearance 
vtm  approximately  173CZi 
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Weather  Conditione,  Fleet  Weather  Central,  Port  lyautey,  has  provided  the  following  Ijifor-  - 
nation  on  weather  conditions  between  OC1715Z  and  O0I73CZ  for  the  vicinity  of  Rabat,  the  ap- 
proximate area  of  sighting t 


Tsmperaturei  A2^ 

Sky  conditions  Clear  lOCX)  ft,  • • 350^  Sknots 

Visibility:  Unrestricted  10000#ft«  ,,••••  ICX)  2 

Wind:  Northerly  10  knots  20000  ft,  . • , « • , 120  33 

Teaperatuxe  30000  ft.  . , , , . • 140  50 

Inversions:  About  at  1200  feet  40000  ft, 145  3^ 

(Above  temperature  inversion  coneidered  5OOOO  ft,  . • • . • , 240  18 

insignificant  for  optical  Ulusloas)  60000  ft, 275  9 knots 


Augaenting  Unit  and  has  had 


Preparing  Officers  Coaniente.  The  fact  that  such  sightings  are  usually  due  to  natural 
phsnoaena  is  well  established.  However,  since  the  reporting  officer  is  nob  qualified  to 
determine  the  cause  of  the  {ihenomenon  observed,  this  report  has  been  prepared  in  the  hope 
that  it  may  be  of  some  use  to  those  engaged  in  analysing  unldsntifled  object  reports. 


Prepared: 


Forwarded: 


s currently  attached  to  the  Fleet  Air  Intelligence 
s experience  as  an  Air  Intelligence  Officer* 
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Apparent  heeding 
of  Ughti 

Before  descenV-llMB 
After  desemt^SSV 


Monod 


Tlflet 


Direction  of  U^t 
from  observers 


position  of  laitisl  sitting 
position  of  final  slating 
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Enel  (1) 

Over lav  of  WAC  Chart  420 


&ioX  (2) 


TLgan  !•  Sluip*  of  U^t  and  Its  orientation  tefora 

deeoeot* 
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Figure  2*  Are  described  tgr  light's  descent* 


Figure  3*  Shape  of  light  esid  its  orientation 

while  fading  from  view. 


